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T\~ Evtipotatw kupiw Avactaociw Ntovpw, AevBuvtii tiig év @eooalovikn Ayopettikiis Eoriag,
4 .(p‘réchp Tiig fiu@v Metpiotnrog év Kupiw dyamntd, xdptv kai giprivny mapa @<od.

ZtoodvTeg TO aithpatt HU®VY, arootéAlopev OV mapovta Iatplapxikov XalpeTiopov émt i
dopyavwael €v @ecoalovikn ékBécews pwtoypagiag Tod pwtoypagov Fewpyiov ITovmn pe Oépa
«Ot Zravpol 1od Ayiov'Opove», Tpdg kataxwploty avtod eig Tov Katdhoyov Ti¢ ékBéoews.

‘Ev 1@ Etavpd tod Kupiov cupmvkvoitat OAOkAnpov 1o puotrplov tiig Ociag Oikovopiog. At
100 Ztavpod, g ypaeet 6 Aytog Twdvvng 6 Aapaocknvog, 0 0kvatos kathpyyTe, 1 T0D TPOTATOPOS
dpaptia AéEAvTaL, 6 oG éokvAevta, 1 dvaoTaois Sedwpntau, SVVaIG AUV TOD KATAPPOVETV TOV
apovTwy Kol avTov T00 BavdTov SédoTa, 1) TIPOG THY dpyaiay pakapidoTyTa émdvodos kaTwpOwTal,
oAt mapadeioov fvoiynony, 1 Uois fu@v ék Sekiov 100 Ocod kekdBixe, Téxva OcoD Kati
kAnpovépor yeyovapey. At tob Tipiov Ztavpod edhoyeital kai aytaletat ovunag 6 fiog TV MOT@V.
‘Avev 8¢ TRG oTaVpIKiG TTopeiag Kal Tiig ovoTavpWwoews T@ XploTd d¢v Suvapeda va EAmtilwyev €ig
ovvavdotaoty AVT® Kai gig {wny v aidviov.

Tavtnv v cTavpoavactaotpov 680v ékmpocwnel év T EkkAnoia kat” ¢Eoxiv 6 povayikog Biog,
1] OAKT| APLEPWOLG £iG TOV B0V, 1) Piwalg TG mapovaiag TV Eoxdtwy kai 1} Stakarg mpoodokia
TiiG TEMKT|G dvakavioews TOV TavTwy €v Tf) Baotkeia Tod Ogod. OvSapod Tiig XpLoTLavikiig
0lKOLPEVNG, 6 ETawpdg elval TOGOV 0TEVDG oVVOedepévog ug Tiv Avdotaoty, doov eig 1o Aylov
"Opog.’Ed® evpioketal kal 1} d€ovoa Amdvtnolg eig Slapdpovg cuyxpovovg Taoelg v Abvoet, ai
omnoiat, advvarodoat va dnodexBdat Ty dvaotdotpov Sidotacty Tod Ztavpod, Bewpodaty avTtov
ovppolov kataméoews kal draplakod vavayiov.

"Ov1twg, ToDTO TO GTAVPOAVACTACILOV LVCTHPLOV TiiG THOTEWG LDV, TO OTolov BlodTat Sujvek®dg
év 1f] ABwvitidt povaotikf] mohrtei, tpoBariet kai 1| ExBeoig ToD yvwoTtod, pakaplotod Aéov,
@wtoypagov ewpyiov ITovmn, 6 6noiog eipydodn kai épwTtoypd@ioey €ig 10 Aytov’Opog TAéov
T@V 800 dekaeTidV. At TiiG TPOPOATG Kal TTApOVOLATEWS TIPOG TO PLAOUOVEOV Kal EVOEPEG
Toipviov T@V igp@v TovTwV KelnAiny tod AyiovOpovg, ktdg Tod 6patod mvevuatikod TAovTov,
vnotovBopiletat 1} 61 Tod Zrawpod ¢éABodoa v SAw T KOGUW Xapd Kai 1) EATIG TG KOG
AvaoTdoewg kai 1} Oeoxapitwtog éhevbepia TG povayikij 080D, fitig 008V Stov BéAnua éxet
el pn povov 1o tod Kupiov, €v drakofj, v aktnpoovvy, v pooevyij adtaleintw kol &v dydmm
avomokpitw.

‘OBev, 4nod tod Meydhov Movaotnpiov tod evoeBoig Hudv Tévovg, and Tod Eotavpwuévov
Davapiov TG delpeyyods Avaotaoews, eDAoyoduey Tatptk®g iy £kBeotv TadTny, KATaoTéPovTeg
dwa tiig IMatprapyikiig NUV 0§ TOLG OpyavwTag AN Kal TOUG EMOKENTAG AVTAG, Kai
deopeba vmep dvamavoewg Tig Yuxiig Tod Snpovpyod avtiig depviotov Tewpyiov Iovnn. H 8¢
{womdapoxog xapts Kai T mAobvalov Eheog Tob Kriotov T@v andvtwv kai Awpntod mavtodg dyadod,
o0 ZtavpwBévTtog Sid TNV AV owTnpioy, AvaoTavTog éK TAPOL Kai ZuvavaoTioavTog oy yevi)
tov Adap Kupiov fju@v’Incod Xpiotod einoav ped opdv.

,ptn’" Tovhiov €’
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T Yo the most honourable Mr. Anastasios Ntouros, director of the Mount Athos Center in
A Thessaloniki, beloved child of our Modesty in the Lord, grace and peace from God.

In fulfilment of your request, on the occasion of the organisation in Thessaloniki of an exhibition of
photographs by the photographer George Poupis on the theme “The Crosses of Mount Athos, we are
sending you the present Patriarchal Address for inclusion in the catalogue of the said exhibition.

The Cross of our Lord encapsulates the whole mystery of the Divine Economy. For, as St. John of
Damascus says, ‘No other thing has subdued death, expiated the sin of the first parent, despoiled Hades,
bestowed the resurrection, granted the power to us of contemning the present and even death itself,
prepared the return to our former blessedness, opened the gates of Paradise, given our nature a seat
at the right hand of God, and made us the children and heirs of God, save the Cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ. Through the Holy Cross the whole life of the faithful is blessed and sanctified. Without the way
of the Cross and our crucifixion with Christ, we cannot hope to be raised with Him to eternal life.

In the Church this way of attaining resurrection through crucifixion is primarily represented by the
monastic way of life, which involves total devotion to God, experiencing the presence of the End Times
and the fervent hope of the final renewal of all things in the Kingdom of God. Nowhere in Christendom
is the Cross more closely connected with the Resurrection than on Mount Athos. Here lies the
answer that needs to be given to various modern tendencies in the West which, unable to accept the
resurrectional dimension of the Cross, regard it as a symbol of repression and existential despair.

Indeed, this way of resurrection through crucifixion, which is a mystery of our faith and experienced
constantly in the monastic republic of Athos, is highlighted by this exhibition of work by the late
departed well-known photographer George Poupis, who worked as a photographer on Mount Athos
for over twenty years. The presentation and display of these Athonite relics to the devout and art-loving
faithful, apart from the visible spiritual wealth of the objects concerned, also provides glimpses of the
joy that the Cross has brought into the world, the hope of Resurrection for all mankind and the divinely
blessed freedom of the monastic way, in which the monk’ only desire is to do the will of the Lord, in
obedience, penury, unceasing prayer and undissembling love.

Thus, from the Great Monastery of our pious nation, from the Crucified Phanar of the ever-
resplendent Resurrection, we bestow our patriarchal blessing on this exhibition, asking that the Lord
might heap His blessings on its organisers and all those who visit it, and we also pray for the repose of
the soul of its creator, the late departed George Poupis. May the life-giving grace and rich mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Creator of all and Giver of all good things, He who was crucified for our salvation
and rose from the grave and raised up with Himself the whole race of Adam, be with you all.

5th July 2018
X Bartholomew of Constantinople
Your fervent supphcant before God
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cH ka®’ fudg Tepa Kowvotng tod Ayiov'Opovg pg idtoutépav xapav kol ikavomoinotv xatpetifet 10 ma-
povatalopevov gig ToV petd xeipag katdhoyov afloloyov gwtoypagikdv dAkOV Tod grabwvitov
PwToypaPov pakaptotod Tewpyiov ITovmm, vBéppov TpookuvnToD TOD dytwvdpov fu®v Tomov.

‘O map@v KataAoyog auvoSevet TV Kat avtag dpyavwBeioay kai Aettovpyodoay eig TG EyKaTaoTAoELg

Tiig Aytopettikiiq Eotiag £xBeotv 0o tov Tithov: «Oi Zravpoi 100 Ayiov'Opovgy, piov GuANoyN v EmlékTwvy
TPWTOTOTIWY PWTOYPAPLDY, €K TAV TTOAVAPIBHwWY @LhoTexvnBEVTWY VIO TOD WG dvw PLhomovov Snpovpyod,
g Bepatinv dvagopay eig Todg otawpovg Tod AyiovOpoug.

Avopgiorwg 0 iepog ABwg, pé & oePacylia pvnpeia Tov, katéxet povadikiy B£oty eig TOV XWPOV TiG XpLoTia-
VIKiG AVaTOATG Kai eivau Amtd TodG TAEOV QuToypaPnévoug kai {wypagiopévoug iepodg Tomovg Tig 0pBodo-
£0v XpLoTIavVIKiiG UMV O TEWC,

Ovtw onpepov mapadidetat €ig TO PILGTEXVOV KOWVOV pia EvSlagépovaa, edpeia kal GUYXpovog CLANOYT dyto-
PELTIKOV OTAVP@V Ao THV KaAAiTtexviknyv dnpovpyiav tod deipviotov Fewpyiov Iovnm, pwTtoypagndéviwv
p 0 idtov Tov Supa kai Thv idtalovoav ypauuniy Tov, gwtilopévwy 8¢ EmTuxds (e tag Aemtag Staabuioeig
TiiG SIKiiG TOV OTTIKTG YwViag.

Tabta pg Eexwplotodv (ilov kai Teploonv Empédeiay AmeTONWOEY 1) KapEpa TOD ONUAVTIKOD TOUTOL QUTOYpd-
¢ov ToD iepod fudv Tomov, &g Tag adyds oD eikooTod TpwTov alwvog, Padilovtog €ig Ta ixvn kal tag Stadpo-
HAG TPOYEVESTEPWY OpOIWY TOV, Kai arafavatioavTog EmTux®G HOVASIKA APXITEKTOVIKA CUVOAQ, HLOVAOTIKA
pvneio kod Tomia TAG TEPLWVVOL igpdG ABwWVIKTG XepoovoOL.

‘O Tewpytog TTovmng ovveyilwv TV pakpdy Tapddooty kot Sladpopiy T@V Taha®v KAANTEXVOV dmeTOwoe
g évBovotaopdy, mabog kal &ydmmy v Quotoyvwiav Tod drapaidlov dylopettikod Tomiov, Sopnuévou kai
PLOIKOD.

To mohbmAevpov kol PapdToV puToypaIkOV Epyov Tov Epyetal va TpooTedi, pe T idikd Tov eikaoTikd
oTolxela Kal TNV TPoowTKNY o@payida Tod dveyvwplopévov dnpuovpyod, &ig ékeivov TMV TaAaoTEpwY,
AVWTEPW LVNUOVEVDEVTWY, OVOUACTOV AOWVITOV TIEPMYNTAY KAl QWTOYPAPWY, WG CLVEXELA LG MG
napaddoewg kol va Swor to idtkdv Tov otiypa. Kabiotatat 8¢, pué tiy mAnpotnta kai motdTntd tov, oTalpog
Kol OHEIOV Avagopdg eig TV oOYXpOVOV elKAOTIKIV Tapovasiacty Tod Ayiov'Opoug.

Ai ¢v Moyw gEaipetot Myeis dvadvovy 1o Eexwptotov dpwpa 100 PoTkod PLopatog amd T Emagpny Kol
ovvopuhiav 100 glabwvitov wToypdov pE TOV iepodv TOmOV Kal PEPOLY TOV XAPAKTHpa TPWTOTHTOL Snut-
ovpyiag kai éumvevoews. Oavpdlel 8¢ kavelg kai dmohaufavel Ty émrvxn oOvBeoty koi mdefiotnTa pé v
Smoiav dnabavariletat kai poPdiletal év mapallayf) T avtod Hépa: 6 Zravpdc,

‘H Stadikacia g wToypagikijc AmoTumwoew Tdv Oepdtwy Tov avapgiBoiws tod mpocégepev piav Suva-
ToTNTa £E0IKELWOEWS [E TOV iepOV U@V TOMOV Kai ToLG €8@ Evaokovpévoug matépag, dote S&v B fto oxfiua
Aoyov, &v Aex01j 6Tt kivduvevel va TawTiodf, TpOTOV TIvd, ug avToV Kol TovG oikiTopdg Tov. Eikuptvg 8¢
xaupopeda, 31011, obTw MW, Exopev Aok TrOEL Evay dKopn EvOeppov KalOV @ilov kol TpecBevThv.

‘OBev, anod kapdiag ovyxaipovteg diit Ty Tapaywyrny Tod £v Adyw, EvTvnwotakod &ig Ektaoty kal aloOnTkmy,
TIPOOPEPOUEVOL EIKAOTIKOD TTIAVOPAUATOG, XOpEDa dTiwg 6 Kbplog dvamavor Ty yuxr| tod gthabwvitov
TOUTOV QPWTOYPAPOL TOD iepod HUwV Tomov.

Evyapiotodpev 8¢ kai ovyxaipopey, oadtwg, Thv Aytopettikiv Eotiav dut v ebotoxov émhoyny e, dmwg
avaldPn va tpoPadn, vro Ty fyeoiav T vov IIpoédpov Tng kail Anpdpyov Tiig ToAews Oecoalovikng K.
Kwvotavtivov ZépPa, v mapodoay Evtvnwotakny kaAAitexvikiv Snpovpyiay, Sia thig dpyavwoews Tig
¢k0é0ewg, P& TiY EmAoyny TOV EEUPETIKOV AYLOPELTIKDV PTOYPAPIK@OV Epywv ToD dyamrod Huiv Tewpyiov
ITov, ouvodevopévny Kal ano Ty ékdooty ToD peTd Xelpag kahaoBnTov kataldyov, eig pvnudcvvov avTov.
Evyopea 8¢, €v kataxAeidt, SayiAi] v eddoyiav kal okénny Tiig Ynepayiag @eotokov, épopov Tod iepod
fuav Tomov, Toig Te EvtevEopévolg Tod TapdvTog kataldyov kal Toig eulabwvitaug émokéntag Tfig ékBéoewg
TOV PAakdAwy Epywv.

‘Anavteg ol &v Tf) kowvij Zuvd&el Avtpoowot kai ITpoiotépevol
TV gikooty Tepdv Movdv tod Ayiov'Opovg ABw

It is with particular joy and pleasure that our Holy Community of Mount Athos greets the publication of
this catalogue of remarkable photographic material by the late departed photographer George Poupis, an
ardent admirer and pilgrim of our Holy Mountain.

The present catalogue accompanies the exhibition entitled “The Crosses of Mount Athos’ which has been
organised by the Mount Athos Centre on its own premises and comprises a select collection of original
photographs on the theme of the Crosses of Mount Athos, chosen from the huge stock of photographic
material created by the industrious artist mentioned above.

Without a doubt, the Holy Mountain, with its venerable monuments, occupies a unique position in the
Christian East and is one of the most photographed and painted sacred sites in the Orthodox Christian
world.

Today, therefore, sees the opening to the art-loving public of an absorbing, wide-ranging and
contemporary collection of photographs of Athonite crosses from the artistic output of the late departed
George Poupis - a collection of crosses captured by his own artistic eye and particular line of vision,
wonderfully illuminated by the subtle variations of light created by his unique personal perspective.

These crosses were captured with great enthusiasm and care by the lens of this important photographer
of Athos in the early years of the twenty-first century, following in the footsteps of the photographers who
had gone before him and capturing wonderful images of the unique architectural ensembles, monastic
monuments and landscapes on the sacred peninsula of Athos.

George Poupis, continuing the long tradition laid down by earlier artists, captured the features of the
unparalleled Athonite landscape, both natural and built, with enthusiasm, passion and love.

His multifaceted and precious work, with its unique artistic features that are now the trademark of
a widely recognised artist, adds to that of the well-known Athonite travellers and photographers who
preceded him, continuing a long tradition while also setting his own personal stamp upon it. With its
completeness and high quality, it represents a landmark and a point of reference in the contemporary artistic
representation of Mount Athos.

The superb photographs convey the unique nature of the mystical experience lived by the photographer in
his contact and interaction with the sacred sites of Athos and strike one as being totally original in terms of
their content and inspiration. One cannot help but admire and savour the skilful and creative way in which
the theme of the Cross has been photographed and presented in such a variety of forms.

The process of photographically recording his subjects undoubtedly allowed Poupis to develop a degree
of intimacy with the Holy Mountain and its practising elders and monks, to the extent that it would be
no exaggeration to say that, in a way, he runs the risk of becoming identified with the Mountain and its
inhabitants. It truly pleases us to know that in this way we have gained one more good and ardent friend
and ambassador.

Thus, giving heartfelt thanks for the production of this artistic panorama, which is so impressive in both
its scope and aesthetic quality, we pray that the Lord may grant eternal rest to the soul of the photographer
who was so endeared with our Holy Mountain.

Also, in like manner, we wish to thank and congratulate the Mount Athos Centre for its wise decision in
choosing to undertake, under the aegis of the current President of the Mount Athos Centre and Mayor of
the City of Thessaloniki, Mr. Konstantinos Zervas, a public display of the artistic output of our dear friend
George Poupis by organising this exhibition with its superb selection of photographs of Athos, together with
the publication of this elegant catalogue in honour of the photographer’s memory.

In conclusion, we pray that our Most Holy Lady the Mother of God, the guardian of our Holy Mountain,
may bestow her abundant blessings and protection on the readers of the present catalogue and all those
admirers of Athos who visit the exhibition of elegant works.

The Representatives and Principals of the
Twenty Monasteries of Mount Athos
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Tb Aytov'Opog, 10 KopLPaio kEVTPO Tod OpBOSoEoL HovaxiopoD, droTtelel dvd TodG aidveg TOAO
EAENG mAnBovg TpooKLYVITT@VY TTOL AValTODY GTA TTPOCKLVIUATA TOVG TNV TPOCWTILKT) GUHHETOXT
0 évav KOOHO puoTtaywyiog kai Tvevpatikotntag. Otav 8¢ ol émiokénteg avtol eDAoyodvTal pg o
xaptopa tig Snpovpyiag, Tote 6 ABwe Emdpd (1 Evav pHovadikd TpOTo EMAVw TOVG Kol TOUG payvnTifet
éoaei, SnovpywVTag TAEOV [d OXEOT HUOTHPLKT) Kot dkpwg dANBwv.

M tétola mepintwon frav 6 gwtoypdgog Iiwpyog Ilodnng, 6 6moiog cuvdEdnKe pé OV TOTO Kal
ToUG AvBpwovg TOL UE TOV Hovadikd TpdTo oL 6 18106 fiEepe. H mopeia tod Niwpyov Ilovmn péoa
0710 Aytov'Opog fitav pid mopeia énavapantiong, kabwg ) apyikr Tov oX€on petevoapkwOnke St
péoov TOV povaxdv ot Piwpa Tod TOV onuddeye kai Tob mpocégepe moAvTIHA SDpa. Aév elvat Tuxaio
611 6 18106 kataBétel Td dkOAovBa GTO TIPOCWTILKO TOV Kelfevo ToL EVTAcoeTaL OTHV Ava Xelpag
£kdoon: «To povov mov Ba pnopodoa va nd: (16 Ayov'Opog) eivar Eva cuAeitovpyo avapeoa oty
dylopeitikn gvon kal Xdpo, kal oTiv TioTn odv dépTatn cogia Tig tnapéng. AdTO 10 Belo GLA-
Aeitovpyo Béhnoa va pwtoypagiow kai kalitexvika va dvadeifw xwpis va tpoofdiw To puoTikd
peyaAeio Tov».

‘H dnaBavdtion 100 Zravpod and tov [ibpyo Iodmmn, avtod 100 kopveaiov cuuPorov Tod xplotia-
VikoD kdopov, aTO VTaifpio mepPdAiov Tod Ayiov’Opovug, kpOPet EkmAngels kai pavepwvet THv dévan
o0bvdeon oD ovpuPorov pe Ty kabnuepvoTnTa Kal TNV Plwpatikn Eumepia TOV povaxdv.

‘H Ayopertikny Eotia, 0éhovtag va Tipnoet 1oV deiptvioto QwToypd@o mod 1000 oA uoxdnoe otiyv
4Bwvik) Y] wToypa@ilovtds Tnv yd meplocdTepes and Tpei Sexaetieg, mapovotdlel Ty xBeon,
AANG kai TV Op@ VLN €kSooT pE TO 0Tovdaio PWTOYPAPIKO DAIKO, TO OTIOTO [HEVEL DG TEKUNPLO OTNHV
UV TOV, AAAA Kail 0TIV puvipn GAwv pog.

Oa fifeka va ékppaow Tig Beppég pov evxaplotieg mpog T kupia Mavayuwta Iodnn, adehen Tod
PwTOYpAPov, 1} OToia, évepydvTag petd amd €mBupia Tod Tiwpyov ITovnn, Swploe 1O pwTOYPAPIKO
Tov dpxeio mov dpopd o0 Aytov'Opog oti|v Aytopettiki) Eotia. 'H dwped tod év Aoyw dpxeiov eivar
&va oAbTIpo Swpo mpog THv Aytopettikr| ‘Eotia, T0 6moio, petd v kataypa@r kai dpxetobétnon
Tov, 0& kataoTel Stabéotpo TPOG TO eDPL KOLVO YId EMOTHHOVIKT, Kal XL HOVO, Xpriom).

Kwvotavtivog ZépPag
Afpapxog O@ecoalovikng
ITpdedpog tod A.X. Tiig Aylopettikil Eotiog

For centuries Mount Athos, the leading centre of Orthodox monasticism, has attracted large
numbers of pilgrims seeking personal experience of a mystical and spiritual world. When these
visitors are blessed with the gift of creativity, then Athos exerts a unique influence upon them, holding
them in constant thrall and creating a mystic and utterly genuine relationship with them.

One of the visitors who fits into this category was the photographer George Poupis, who forged
a bond with the place and its people in the only way he knew how. George Poupis’ experience of
Mount Athos was akin to a rebaptism since his initial relationship with the Holy Mountain was
transformed, through the monks, into an experience that left a deep impression on him and rewarded
him handsomely. It is no accident that Poupis himself states the following in his own text, which is
included later in this publication: “The only thing I could say is that (the Cross) acts as a concelebrant
between the natural world and space on Athos and faith, as the ultimate wisdom of existence. It is this
aspect of (the Cross) as a divine concelebrant that I wanted to photograph and portray artistically,
without offending its mystical grandeur’

George Poupis’ images of the Cross, the symbol par excellence of the Christian world, in Mount
Athos’s external environment, conceal many surprises and reveal the everlasting connection between
the symbol of the Cross and the everyday lives and experiences of the monks.

The Mount Athos Center, wishing to pay tribute to the late lamented photographer who for over
thirty years dedicated so much time and effort to photographing the Holy Mountain, now presents
an exhibition, together with this publication, of some of his remarkable photographic material, which
remains as a testament to his memory and one that will forever be etched on all our memories.

I would like to express my warm thanks to Mrs. Panagiota Poupi, the photographer’s sister, who,
acting in accordance with her brother George's wishes, donated that part of his photographic archive
relating to Mount Athos to the Mount Athos Center. The donation of this archive constitutes an
invaluable gift to the Center, one which, once it has been documented and archived, will be made
available to the general public for scientific and other purposes.

Konstantinos Zervas
Mayor of Thessaloniki
President, Board of Directors, Mount Athos Center





